PRESS RELEASE 

Saganatt [Saga Night]
Asphalt Sculpture by Marianne Heier

Gift to the Maihaugen Museum, Lillehammer

Unveiling and Presentation Ceremony May 25, 2008 at 2pm<0}

The asphalt sculpture Saga Night is about a watershed shift: a radical change that occurred in plain view, but nevertheless seems to represent a blind spot in Norwegian culture and self-perception. The first substantial oil discovery on the Norwegian shelf in the North Sea in 1968 was an event that virtually overnight sent Norway off into a dream-like future for which the country was entirely unprepared. That was the start of the Norwegian Oil Adventure. This story about modern Norway is not primarily about patience, traditions, thriftiness and hard work, but rather about a stroke of luck. The Norwegian wealth is not family silver that has been passed down through the ages, but something that we just stumbled upon. Simply put, we were unbelievably lucky.

Saga Night is a gift from the artist to Maihaugen, an open-air museum of cultural heritage. The work consists of a stretch of road coated with asphalt in the newer section of the museum, the Lyngveien road in the area called Boligfeltet, i.e. the Residential Development. It starts at the point in the exhibit that corresponds to 1968, the year of the first oil discoveries in the North Sea, runs through the 70s, 80s, and 90s to the House of the Future and stops where the road ends at the edge of the forest.

The contrast between the Lyngveien road and the rest of the museum is striking. Obviously, something radical has occurred that completely changed the appearance of our country. But judging from the way the area used to be presented, this explosive upgrading of the Norwegian standard of living was a rather inexplicable phenomenon. The light-colored gravel road stitching the museum together seemed to indicate that the rich Norwegian society of today was a seamless continuation of the story of the smalltime farmer we know from all the other museum exhibits. This section appeared to convey that 'the wealth is ours': Gained by the labor of generations of thrifty, persevering Norwegians in hardscrabble conditions and in the dead of winter; these riches are the fruits of much effort, and we deserve them. 

The sculpture will become part of the museum collection on a par with buildings and other displayed objects, calling attention to and reminding us of the radical shift occasioned by the start of oil drilling on the Norwegian shelf. 

Saga Night is a continuation of the solo show “Pioneer” held at ROM for kunst og arkitektur in Oslo in November of 2007. This project is an independent work that is part of Per Gunnar Eeg-Tverbakk’s fellowship project called Space for Interference funded by the national Programme for Research Fellowships in the Arts.

We are pleased to invite the public to the unveiling and presentation of the Saga Night asphalt sculpture at the Maihaugen Museum. The unveiling will take place on Lyngveien Street in the Residential Development section on May 25, 2008 at 2PM

With an extensive exhibition record both nationally and internationally, Marianne Heier has been one of Norway's most talked-about artists over the past few years. She has attracted attention with projects such as Cracking Concrete (2000), Permanent Installation (5.783 Euros) (2005), En dråpe i havet [A Drop in the Ocean] (2005), Construction Site (2006), and Manifest 2007 (2007). Her solo shows include such venues as UKS [Young Artists' Society] (Oslo), Care Of (Milan), Galleria Luigi Franco (Turin), and Fabia Calvasina Arte Contemporanea (Milan). Selected group exhibits include Artistic Strategies for an Economy in Crisis atGalleria Civica (Trento), The Gift at Sparwasser HQ (Berlin), Post Nora at Today Art Museum (Beijing), and The Price of Everything at the Whitney Independent Study Program (New York).  

Special thanks to: Ågot Gammersvik and Trude Arnesen at the Maihaugen Museum, Egil Elstad/ Lemminkaïnen Norge, Medieoperatørene, Petter Lahlum, Arve Rød, Per Boym, and Marco Vaglieri

For more information please contact: Marianne Heier heier_marianne@hotmail.com / www.marianneheier.org or Per Gunnar Eeg-Tverbakk pertverb@khio.no / www.interference.no 

